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The Evolution and Contribution of the Legends of

the Tang Dynasty in the History of Chinese L iterature

HUANG Ren-sheng
(R esearch Center for Chinese Traditional Literature Fudan Unwersity, Shanghai 200433 Chia)

Abstract Fmn the perspectve of the historical evolution of Chinese literaure, this paper tries to reir
spect and explan the evolution and contrbutions that the legends of the Tang Dynasty had been made n
the history of Chnese literature It thinks hat the legends of the T ang Dynasty has syncretized hemerits
of varbus literary styles n the past and led to the rhetorical n canpositbn which foms a new literary
style that ranks h gh anong all sorts of articles A ccordingly, Chinese novels have been canposed nterr
tbnally fran them iddle Tang Dynasty M oreover the outstand ng perfomance n thoughts and arts that
he legend has ach eved putitas a synbolof Tang literature besides Tang poan s It not only sets various
new paradigns for ancient classical Chinese short stories but also estab lishes a right orientatbn and prir
ciples in he development of Chnese narratve lierature nchding pursung artistic tmeness w ith inage
and fabrration and bringing positive and farreaching influences n later ages

Key words historical evolution of Chnese literature legends of the Tang Dynasty evolution; contrbu

tbn nfluence
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