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The Dating of Jin Ping M ei Chua: The Relations between the Novel and the
Editions of Shuihu Zhuan
TAN Berfang
(Chinese C lass ics Research Institcte Fudan Universit, Shanghai 200433 China )

Abstract Through carefil collation and analysis this paper calls nto questbn thew tely accepted view
that he fist fve chapters of the traditbnal Chinese novel Jin PingM ei Chua cane fun an unabridged e
diton ofShuihu Zhuan. The author believes that same episodes of the novel such as Pan Jinlan poisoning
her husbandWu Da cane fran ths knd of editon while others such asW u Song feghtng the tiger
could onl be taken fran an abridged edition She supposes the author of J# Ping M ei Cihua had only an
ncanplete unabridged editon of Shuihu Zhuan in hand when he wrote the novel and based the m aterial
missing fran that text on an abridged editbn This paper also draws on HuY inglin's canments in Shaoshi
Shanfang B icong 1o dale the novel to he years between 1573 and 1589

Key words the dating of Jin Ping M ei Cithua; the abrdged ed itions of Shuthu Zhuar; the unabriged
editions ofShuihu Zhuan; Shaoshi Shanfang B icong by Hu'Y inglin

(L#EF 511 )

TheDate of the Story “W ang Zhaojun Asking for
M arrying to the King of Huns’ and the Song of “ Yuankuang SiweiG ¢’

GUO Yuan-chen
(R esearch Center for Trad itional Chinese Literature Fudan Unwersity, Shanghai 200433 Chia)

Abstract Nowadays it swidely accepted thatQ)in Caq known as the earliest document that recorded

he story of “W ang Zhaoun A sking forM arrying to the K ng of Huns” and preserved he full text of
“Yuankuang SiveiG e” that supposed to had been hework ofW ang Zhaojun waswritten by CaiYong n
he Eastem Han Dynasty. Through a textual research on he extant edition ofQin Cag this paper hoHds
hat he book acually can e out in the Eastern Jin Dynasty Thereforg the siory of “W ang Zhaojun ”
which contains same ego elan ents is a product of the risng self- conscious of the literature n the E astem

Jin Tt confim s the pont of view that the self-conscious of Chnese literature nitiated n the W ei and Jn
dynasties

Key words W ang Zhaoyn “Yuankuang SwweiGe”’; Qi Cag the era of the author



